Background: Recent collections of Dietes have extended the known geographical range and morphological variation in several species.
Introduction
With five species in sub-Saharan Africa and one on Lord Howe Island (Australasia), Dietes Salisb. ex Klatt has one of the more remarkable distributions for Iridaceae, in which large disjunctions at generic rank are rare. Of the African species, four are relatively narrow endemics restricted to southern Africa. The fifth, Dietes iridioides (L.) Sweet ex Klatt, however, is widely distributed through eastern southern Africa, from the Riviersonderend Mountains in the Western Cape to Kenya and Uganda (Goldblatt 1981 ). Here we report substantial range extensions for Dietes butcheriana Gerstner, previously endemic to KwaZulu-Natal but now recorded from Pondoland in the Eastern Cape, Dietes bicolor (Steud.) Sweet ex Klatt, previously known from East London to Grahamstown but now recorded as far north as southern KwaZulu-Natal, and an important new country record for D. iridioides in Angola. Lastly, we discuss a novel variant from near Hankey in the Eastern Cape, South Africa, which we provisionally refer to D. iridioides. Three species of the genus, D. bicolor, Dietes grandiflora N.E.Br. and D. iridioides, are widely cultivated in parts of the world where the climate is suitable, both in gardens and in street and park plantings. They are valued for their drought resistance, tolerance of a range of growing conditions and, with the exception of D. iridioides, their attractive flowers produced over an unusually long time.
Results
1. Dietes bicolor (Steud.) Sweet ex Klatt: Records of the species available to Goldblatt (1981) were from a limited area of the Eastern Cape, extending eastwards from near Grahamstown to the mouth of the Kei River in southern Transkei. New collections since then from eastern Transkei in the Mkhambathi Nature Reserve, along the Nyameni River, and from Umtamvuna in southern KwaZulu-Natal just across the Eastern Cape border, extend the known range of this species some 200 km to the north-east. The three northern stations are from a stretch of coast, some 60 km in extent, along the Msikaba, Nyameni [MnYameni] and Umtamvuna rivers. The species should thus also be looked for along the Mtentu River, which lies between the Msikaba and Nyameni. The habitat of D. bicolor is unusual for Dietes. Plants always grow close to water and all three new records are from populations growing along or in the riverbed in situations that are seasonally inundated.
The northern populations appear typical for the species except for details of the flowers. In typical D. bicolor the flowers are a pale lemon-yellow, with small or large dark brown, semicircular blotches at the base of the limb of the outer tepals, the claws of which are minutely dotted with brown ( Figure 1a ). In the eastern populations, flowers are paler in colour, white to creamy white with orange markings, with diffuse edges at the base of the outer tepal limbs, the claws spotted with orange ( Figure 1b) . Although the outer tepal claws were described as unmarked by Duncan (2008) 
Description
Inner rhipidial spathe 35 mm -40 mm long. Flowers: white to creamy white, with orange nectar guides at bases of outer tepals, sometimes with minute pale or dark spot in centre of guides; outer tepals 23 mm -33 mm × 21 mm -29 mm, claws 9 mm -10 mm long; inner tepals 23 mm -33 mm × 17 mm -22 mm. Filaments: 5 mm -6 mm long; anthers 4.5 mm -6.0 mm long. Ovary: 9 mm -10 mm long; style branches 8 mm -15 mm × 9 mm -12 mm, crests 5 mm -9 mm long. Capsules: 18 mm -20 mm long (Figure 1b ).
Distribution
Extending from southern KwaZulu-Natal to the Mkhambathi Gorge in the northern coastal part of the Eastern Cape Table 1 ). The ovary and capsules in subsp. armeniaca are also slightly shorter than in subsp. bicolor. Flowers of subsp. bicolor are pale yellow and the outer tepal limbs show solid, dark brown nectar guides (rarely brownspeckled) and brown-spotted claws ( Figure 1a ). First recorded in Zululand (Gerstner 1943) , D. butcheriana was understood by Goldblatt (1981) to be restricted to 
Additional specimens seen

Diagnosis
We refer the Angolan population to D. iridioides but note several significant differences, which provide the basis for recognition at subspecies rank. The leaves, generally 25 mm -30 mm wide, are significantly wider than in subsp. iridioides, in which leaves are usually 6 mm -15 mm wide, rarely wider in some populations from the KwaZuluNatal Drakensberg. Notably, our sampling of collections of D. iridioides from Zambia and Congo, the locations nearest to the Angolan station, have leaves quite typical of the species (10 mm -18 mm wide). Flowers of the Angolan plants are predominantly white with faint markings on the outer tepals, which are 22 mm -27 mm long, and have minutely papillate claws. In typical D. iridioides, the outer tepals are 25 mm -35 mm long, the claws are densely hairy and the style branches are usually pale violet but sometimes white.
